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Dear Sir: 
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Please find enclosed the following documents for filing in the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office: 

1) This Transmittal Letter; 

2 Infomnation Disclosure Statement (2 pages); 

3) Information Disclosure Citation (PTO Form 1449) and copies of cited 
references; 

4) Acknowledgement post card to be date-stamped and returned to Paul 
and Paul. 

The disclosure statement is being mailed under certificate of mailing within three 
months of the filing. The Office is hereby authorized to charge any required fee associated 
with this filing, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 16-0750. Order No. 
0789. 
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November 19, 2001 


Order No. 0789 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Sir: 


In accordance with applicants' duty of disclosure under 35 U.S.C. § 1.56(a) and 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98, applicants submit herewith patents, publications, or other 
Information of which they are aware which they believe may be material to the examination of 
this application in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose. 

Applicants submit copies of the following documents listed on the enclosed Patent and 
Trademark Office - Form 1449 "List of Patents and Publications for Applicant's Infonnation 
Disclosure Statement." 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be constmed to mean that 
a search has been made, an admission that the infonnation cited is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability, or that no other material information, as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 


1.56(a). exists. Further, the filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be 
construed as an admission against any interest in any manner. 


PUBLICATIONS AND OTHER REFERENCES 


Southco Inc., Latches and Access Hardware, Handbook 45 (1995), pages F-2, E-2 
through E-15, front and back covers. The Southco C-2 latch has pawl motion, and remains in- 
plane. The Southco E3 latch provides compression between a door and a frame. 

The present invention is believed patentable and unobvious over each of these 
references individually, or taken in any combination, including combination with art previously 
made of record. 

The individual making this statement is the attorney who signs below on the basis of: 

1) the information supplied by the inventors, and 

2) an individual associated with the filing and prosecution of this application. 

The Examiner may find the enclosed documents relevant to the invention of the present 
application. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to review the cited references and to make the 
cited references of record in the case. 
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